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risking a humanitarian catastrophe, and al-
lowing the terrorists to establish a safe haven 
in Iraq and gain control of vast oil resources 
they could use to fund new attacks on Amer-
ica. And it would increase the probability that 
American troops would have to return at 
some later date to confront an enemy that 
is even more dangerous. 

Most Americans want to see two things in 
Iraq: They want to see our troops succeed, 
and they want to see our troops begin to 
come home. We can do both, and we will. 
Our troops in Iraq are serving bravely. 
They’re making great sacrifices. Changing 
the conditions in Iraq is difficult, and it can 
be done. The best way to start bringing these 
good men and women home is to make sure 
the surge succeeds. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on 
July 13 in the Cabinet Room at the White House 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 14. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on July 13 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. In his address, the 
President referred to Gen. David H. Petraeus, 
USA, commanding general, Multi-National 
Force—Iraq; and U.S. Ambassador to Iraq Ryan 
C. Crocker. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress. 

Remarks at a White House Tee-Ball 
Game 
July 15, 2007 

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, 
welcome here to tee-ball on the South Lawn 
of the White House. I’m honored to be 
joined here with the commissioner for to-
day’s game, member of the Hall of Fame, 
the great Frank Robinson. Thanks for being 
here. 

Frank Robinson. My pleasure. 
The President. Mario, thanks, great job 

on the anthem. I thank the Color Guard, as 
well, for being here. Today we’re going to 
have an outstanding contest. Laura and I are 
proud to be able to watch, from Los Angeles, 
California, the Little League Dodgers, and 
from Brooklyn, New York, the Little League 
Highlanders. And we want to welcome the 
players. We particularly thank the coaches 

for working with these youngsters. Thanks 
for getting them interested in baseball, 
America’s greatest sport. We want to thank 
the parents who have come. Thank you for 
supporting the kids. And we’re looking for-
ward to a good game. 

Today—every day is a special day when 
we play baseball at the White House, but 
today is particularly special since we’re going 
to pay homage to Jackie Robinson. Jackie 
Robinson, as you know, broke the color bar-
rier in baseball, but there were some pio-
neers ahead of Jackie. And today we’re proud 
to welcome Negro League players who are 
here. Thank you all for coming. 

Imagine what baseball would have been 
like had you been a part of the Major 
Leagues. Jackie Robinson was a pioneer, and 
Frank and I are going to retire his number, 
just like they did all over Major League parks 
across our country. But before we do, we’re 
proud that members of the Brooklyn Dodger 
team who had the honor of playing with Jack-
ie Robinson have joined us: Tommy Lasorda; 
Don Newcombe; Clyde King; and Ralph 
Branca. 

We’re honored you’re here. Thank you all 
for coming. Thanks for being a part of this 
special ball game. As a matter of fact, two 
of you are going to end up being first and 
third base coach. I wish you all the best out 
there. Looks like we’ve got some good play-
ers that have come to play. 

I do want to thank John Warner, Senator 
John Warner from the great State of Virginia, 
and his family, for joining us. Proud you’re 
here, Senator. I see Alphonso Jackson and 
Dirk Kempthorne, of my Cabinet, who have 
joined us. I’m proud you all are here. Dutch 
Morial, thanks for coming Dutch, appreciate 
you coming—I mean, Marc Morial—there 
he is, Marc, how you doing, brother? He’s 
the head of the Urban League. Roslyn Brock, 
vice chairman of the NAACP, has joined us 
as well. Thank you all for coming. 

We want to thank the Jackie Robinson 
Foundation for joining us today, as well as 
the YMCA and Boys and Girls Club of Amer-
ica for being here. Thank you all for coming. 

I’m so honored that this game is going to 
be called by Karl Ravech, ESPN. Thanks for 
coming, Karl. 
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Karl Ravech. Pleasure, thank you. 
The President. We really appreciate you 

taking—you know it’s a big game when Karl 
Ravech comes over to lend his talents. So 
you players are going to have to play hard, 
because you’ve got ESPN here. 

Before we—after we hang up the number 
honoring Jackie Robinson, after we retire his 
number here on the South Lawn, we will 
have Matthew Hearon; he’ll be coming out; 
he’s going to help us get the game kicked 
off. He’s the first ball presenter. But before 
you come out, Matthew, the hall of famer 
and I are now going to hang up Jackie Robin-
son’s number. Ready? 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:02 p.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to recording artist Mario Dewar Bar-
rett, who performed the national anthem. The 
transcript was released by the Office of the Press 
Scretary on July 16. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
President Lech Kaczynski of Poland 
July 16, 2007 

President Bush. Mr. President, welcome 
to the United States. Poland and the United 
States have a very unique and strong relation-
ship. And the President and I have just had 
a very constructive dialog. And, by the way, 
Mr. President, there are a lot of my fellow 
citizens who trace their heritage back to Po-
land who are delighted to welcome you to 
America. 

And along those lines, I fully understand 
a lot of Polish citizens would like to travel 
to the United States. And so my friend the 
President has once again brought up to me 
the visa waiver issue, which I fully under-
stand, Mr. President, and thank you for your 
candor. And I will continue to work with 
Congress to change a law that needs to be 
changed. 

Poland is a strong ally. And Poland has 
taken some very difficult decisions to help 
a young democracy survive in the face of ex-
tremist threats. And I want to thank you, Mr. 
President, and the Polish people for sup-
porting the people of Afghanistan and Iraq. 

War is never popular. But having heard 
from the Iraqi leaders today and their expres-

sion of gratitude, not only to the Polish Gov-
ernment but the Polish people and the 
American people for supporting this demo-
cratic experiment, Mr. President, it reminds 
me of how important what we’re doing is. 

America is, of course, pleased that the Pol-
ish economy is strong. We want our friends 
to prosper. Of course, the President, in all 
modesty, reminded me that’s the purview of 
the Prime Minister. Of course, I reminded 
the President he knows the Prime Minister 
quite well. [Laughter] 

And finally, we talked about how we can 
enhance the mutual security issues. And 
there’s no better symbol of our desire to work 
for peace and security than working on a mis-
sile defense system, a missile defense system 
that would provide security for Europe from 
single or dual-launched regimes that may 
emanate from parts of the world where lead-
ers don’t particularly care for our way of life 
and/or are in the process of trying to develop 
serious weapons of mass destruction. 

And I thank you, Mr. President, for your 
vision and your understanding about the na-
ture of the world in which we live. And I 
thank you for working on behalf of securing 
the security of others. And we continue to 
work and consult very closely with you. And 
so we welcome you. Thank you for coming. 

President Kaczynski. Ladies and gentle-
men, Mr. President has already briefed you 
about the issues we were talking about during 
our meeting. And concerning visa waiver, we 
discussed the issue; however, it is in the 
hands of the Congress. We do understand 
that the legislative process in the U.S. is 
very—it is stable, and it is really hard to 
change that binding law, that existing law. 
And so we are looking forward to positive 
changes in this area. 

Another very important issue is the issue 
of missile defense. And I would like to em-
phasize that we discussed it in terms of de-
fensive instruments because it is aimed at the 
defense of our democracies against the coun-
tries who might have or already do have nu-
clear weapons and weapons of mass destruc-
tion. So it is really a defense instrument— 
missile defense instrument. And so I do hope 
that all this project, the whole project will 
be completed successfully. 
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